
 
 
 

 
 

SPORTING LEGENDS: JAHINGER KHAN 
 

 
SPORT: SQUASH 

 
COMPETITIVE ERA: 1981 - 1993 

 
Jahangir Khan (born December 10, 1963) is seen by some as the greatest squash 
player in history. He was coached initially by his father, Roshan Khan, the 1957 British 
Open Champion, and then by Rehmat Khan, who guided Jahangir through most of his 
career. 

 

 
 

 
In 1981, when he was 17, he became the youngest winner of the World Open 
Championship, beating Australia's Geoff Hunt.  
 
He won 6 World Open (1981–85, 1988) and a record 10 successive British Open titles 
(1982–91). He enjoyed one of the longest unbeaten run in professional sport, that 
lasted for five and half years and 555 matches.  
 
After losing to Geoff Hunt of Australia in the final of the 1981 British Open, he did not 
lose again until November 1986 when he lost to Ross Norman of New Zealand in the 
World Open final. Norman had been in pursuit of Jahangir's unbeaten streak, being 
beaten time and time again. "One day Jahangir will be slightly off his game and I will get 
him," he vowed for five years. 
 
In 1986, another Pakistani, Jansher Khan appeared on the scene to challenge the 
domination of Jahangir Khan. Jansher lost the first two matches he faced Jahangir, 
Pakistan Open in December 1986 and three months later in the final of the Spanish 
open.  
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Khan’s dominance over International Squash during the 1980’s was emphatic.  
 
But then in the Hong Kong Open in September 1987 Jansher beat Jahangir with the 
score of 3/0. Jansher went on to win the next eight matches against previously 
unbeatable Jahangir. Jahangir suddenly had a new challenge. He later reversed 
Jansher's winning streak and went on to beat Jansher 11 times in their next 15 
meetings. They became known as the two JK's. 
 
Both met 37 times in tournament play. Jansher won 19 matches (74 games 1,426 
points), and Jahangir 18 matches (79 games, 1,459 points). This record doesn't include 
exhibition matches and league matches between them. 
 
Jahangir retired from Squash in 1993 after helping Pakistan to win the World Team 
Championship in Karachi. The Government of Pakistan honored Jahangir with the 
awards of Pride of Performance and civil award of Hilal-e-Imtiaz for his achievements in 
Squash. They also awarded him the title Sportsman of the Millennium. 

 
In 1990 he was elected Chairman of the Professional Squash Association and in 1997, 
Vice-President of the Pakistan Squash Federation. He was elected as Vice-President of 
the World Squash Federation in November 1998, and in October 2002 was elected 
WSF President.  
 
In 2004, he was again unanimously re-elected as President of the World Squash 
Federation at the International Federation's 33rd Annual General Meeting in Casa 
Noyale, Mauritius. 
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                                                                     Scott Burton’s Final Thought 
 

                                            I’m always impressed by athletes who are able to transcend 
                                            thei r generation and enforce a domination over their sport. 
 
                                            This is what Jahinger Khan was able to achieve during his 
                                            competitive era. Very much like Edwin Moses (hurdles), 
                                            Khan remained unbeaten for years on end.  
 
                                            His winning run of 555 competitive matches is an  
                                            unbelievable achievement, no matter how you look at it. 
 
Never one to be shrouded in controversy, Jahinger Khan’s sporting career deserves its 
acclaimed legendary status. In fact, the only point of controversy associated with Khan 
was his totally-awful licensed video game for the Commodore Amiga (1990).  
 
Forever a fan of video games, I know a bad video game when I play one, and “Jahinger 
Khan Squash” absolutely sucked - more so than you can possibly ever know! Only 
those who are were unlucky enough to ‘play’ it from my generation will concur. How he 
allowed his name to endorse such a terrible game is beyond me. 
 
Jahinger Khan. Arguably the greatest Squash player of all-time.  
 
Just don’t play the video game… 

 

 
  
Khan ended his career with a superb World Team Championship Victory for Pakistan. 
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